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Devon, Cornwall, England with three young sons,

the family possessions and a sailboat: Osprey
209. Kathleen's husband Dick Clift had arrived in
south Surrey a few months before her. Dick had
instructed Kathleen to sell the sailboat in the UK as
part of her preparations to join him. The arrival of
209 was quite the surprise!

| n February 1967, Kathleen Clift arrived from

In the beginning, Dick was able to store and launch
the Osprey from the Wickson property east of the
pier. Soon other sailors expressed interest in storing
their boats near the water's edge and the plan to
start a sailing club was hatched.

Kathleen recalls that she met with Bill Vander Zalm
in 1969 on his first day as Mayor of Surrey. He
promised her on that day that she would have her
sailing club at the beach.

The charter members of The Surrey Yacht Club
held their first meeting at Crescent Park School on
Jan 21, 19/0. Within weeks of that first meeting,
the members had agreed upon a constitution,
established an affiliation with the Canadian Yachting
Association, incorporated the club under the
“Societies Act” and approached Surrey Council to
lease land. That first lease was signed on Sept 1,
1970.

The name was changed to Surrey Sailing Club in
1973 to emphasize the focus on sailing.

Founding member Dick Clift served as Secretary
of SSC for over 25 years and in this role helmed
the club from its 1970 inception. He was a friendly
and charming ambassador for Surrey Sailing Club
and for sailing, greeting and welcoming sailing
enthusiasts and the curious public alike. For the
sailors and in particular the dinghy racers, he

was an enthusiastic mentor - SUPERSIZE that
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Tower Crew — Kathleen Clift on left
enthusiasm if you happened to be an Osprey
racer. Sadly Dick passed away in August 1998,
He is acknowledged and saluted annually with the
social festivities and race competition surrounding
both the “Founder's” and “Clift" trophies and with
the rewarding of the -
“Dick Clift Memorial
Scholarship™ to
advance the sailing
qualifications of a
young SSC member.

Kathleen Clift, faithful
tower crew and social
coordinator in those
early years, still cares
about the success of
Surrey Sailing Club
and hopes that the
club will flourish for
future generations of
sailors.

























